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KENYA NATIONAL PARKS
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR 1964/1965

1. The period covered by this Report is the first full year’s work
of the Trustees appointed under the Kenya National Parks Act as
amended by the new Constitution. The Trustees have been faced
with many problems, particularly that of having to operate with
limited finances. This has restricted the development necessary to
keep up with the ever-increasing number of tourists and local residents
who wish to visit our Parks. However, good progress has been maintained
throughout the year and we are proud of our contribution to the great
work of “building the nation”.

2. The weather has not been altogether too kind during the period
for after only reasonably good short rains the long rains in April and
May were practically a total failure. However, we can consider ourselves
luckier than in many other parts of the country where the drought
was the worst known for many years. Bush fires which are, of course,
the greatest danger during long dry periods, particularly in the Tsavo
Park, were kept well under control. This was made a great deal easier by
the use of the Super Cub aircraft, used in the role of spotting and
directing fire-fighting parties without delay to the effected areas.

3. We are most grateful for the help and cooperation we have
received from the Minister for Natural Resources and Wildlife and
from his officers who have spent much of their valuable time attending
our meetings and travelling around the countryside advising on new
projects. We are also most grateful for the assistance we have received
from the University College, whose officers have always shown their
immediate willingness to help us in the scientific field, and who have
taken such an interest in our general affairs. To the East African
Wild Life Society we would like also to offer our grateful thanks for
their ever-ready assistance.

4. The Board met four times during the year and the Executive
Committee ten times. In order to acquaint the Trustees with work
in the field and for them to have the opportunity of meeting the staff
and discussing their problems, one full Board meeting was held in the
Tsavo Park at Kilaguni Lodge and another at Nyeri in the Mountain
Parks. These meetings were highly successful and served a most useful
purpose of liaison between the Trustees and their executive.

The Chairman also paid personal visits to all Parks during the
year to discuss matters of importance with the staff.

5. In accordance with the Government policy of Africanisation,
a Deputy Director (Supernumerary), Mr. Perez Olindo, was appointed
in April to understudy the Director with a view to taking over the
post. Mr. Olindo, who was serving with the Game Department, has
a degree in Zoology and Wildlife Management. Assistant Wardens
Elisha Samuel and Hassan Said were promoted to the rank of Warden
and sent on a two-year course to the College of African Wildlife
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Management at Mweka in July. Mr. Silas Murithi was appointed
Assistant Warden in the Education Centre with a view to taking over
the post of Education Officer, and Mr. Philip Mulandi was promoted
to the rank of Junior Assistant Warden in the Nairobi Park.

6. We wish here to express our grateful thanks to the Director
and his staff for their loyal and hard work during the period under
review.

7. We have to record with much regret the tragic and untimely
death in January of Mr. Donald Taylor who was lent by the courtesy
of the African Wildlife Leadership Foundation to organise and start
the Education Centre. His place was taken by Mr. Lloyd Sherman.
The Education Centre was officially handed over by Judge Russell
Train, President of the African Wildlife Leadership Foundation to
the Hon. S. O. Ayodo, Minister for Natural Resources and Wildlife
on January 27th. The ceremony was a marked success and the
Trustees at their next meeting passed the following resolution:—

“IT WAS ACCORDINGLY RESOLVED that the Trustees
formally record their acceptance of these fine buildings which
now become part of the assets of the Nairobi National Park.
They express their extreme gratitude to the African Wildlife
Leadership Foundation, confident that this Education Centre
will be a valuable addition to the National Parks, particularly
in relation to the preservation of the Parks for posterity”.

The value of education in wildlife is fully appreciated by the Trustees,
and since the opening ceremony the Centre has progressed most
favourably. Many groups of children and students have received
instruction in the form of lectures, film shows and tours of the Orphan-
age and the Nairobi Park. Their enthusiasm is proof enough of the
importance of the Centre. It is hoped in the future to build a hostel
nearby so that concentrated instruction can be given to the more
promising groups of students.

8. As can be seen in the appendix, slightly more people visited
the Parks than in the previous period. This is most encouraging as
it was assumed that there would be a considerable drop due to the
withdrawal of the British Forces in December, 1964. The fact that the
Nairobi Park figures have dropped is probably due to this, but it is
largely compensated by the increase in season tickets taken out for
this Park.

There is no doubt that the interest generally in wildlife conservation
and particularly in our Parks is increasing at a great pace and is not
confined only to overseas visitors. Local interest and participation
is very keen and plans are in train to provide cheaper accommodation
and travel facilities to enable those local people who do not possess
motor cars to visit the Parks. The plans include the construction of ‘Dor-
mitories’, which will cater for groups of people and students who are
not able or willing to pay hotel charges. With the increase in visitors
and vehicles, the animals have become far less timid and noticeably

4



easier to view compared with a year or two ago. This is particularly so
in the Nairobi Park.

9. Lodge development has been disappointing and little extra
accommodation has been built in any of the Parks. This has been due
largely to financial considerations, but plans are going ahead for the
expansion of Kilaguni Lodge by another 42 beds and this should be
completed early in 1966. Kilaguni has proved a great success and is
now probably as well known throughout the world as Treetops.
Plans are also in hand for tented camps to be erected in both Tsavo
East and Tsavo West Parks. This, however, is only a palliative to
the whole solution as camps are not really what the average tourist
requires. Aruba Lodge expanded a little by building in the verandahs
of each banda, making an extra room. This has only been partially
successful.

There is no doubt that there is a great need for more lodge accom-
modation in both the Tsavo Parks and on the Aberdares. Sites have
been selected and work could go ahead provided funds were forth-
coming.

Kitani (do-it-yourself) Lodge has not been particularly well
patronised and its occupancy rate has only just exceeded twenty per
cent over the period. However, it is not thought to be wise to change
the Lodge’s status as it caters for the local resident and the charges are
moderate. Plans are therefore going ahead to improve the accommoda-
tion without altering the charges and to give more publicity to the
whole project.

10. Legal complications are still holding up the completion of
the handing over of Donyo Sabuk Mountain and the northern part of
Lake Nakuru to National Parks, but we hope to be able to report a
successful conclusion to these long-drawn-out negotiations in the near
future.

The future of the Shimba Hills is still in the balance and is further
complicated now by the fact that the Forest Department require a large
area near Mombasa for a soft wood plantation. However, it is hoped
that an area outside the Shimba Hills can be found, as there appears
to be a very good chance of funds being made available from outside
sources to acquire this fine area as a National Park.

Agreement has been reached to take over certain forest areas in
the Aberdares and Mount Kenya. These areas will make a most
valuable addition to the Parks and surveys are being carried out.

A Sub-Committee was appointed to examine the possibility of
taking over other areas and we have to report as follows:—

(a) Mount Elgon

Subject to settling the boundary of the proposed National Park
below the Endebess Bluff, sufficient agreement has been reached and
negotiations are proceeding.



(b) Lake Rudolf

The intentions of the people relative to the Ileret area are not yet
clear, but negotiations are proceeding to try and agree on an area on
the eastern shore of the Lake.

(¢) Marsabit

Negotiations are proceeding and, subject to the solving of a small
problem concerning forest produce for the local inhabitants, it should
be possible to proclaim a National Park on the upper reaches of the
Mountain.

(d) Wills Farm, Naivasha

Early in the year Mr. Wills presented his farm of 500 acres on
Lake Naivasha to the National Parks. The Trustees have accepted
this generous gift and negotiations are in progress to exploit the wildlife
potential of the whole area.

11. We are happy to report that poaching within the Parks has
been kept to a minimum during the period. This has been due largely
to the fine efforts of the Ranger Field Force in the Tsavo and Mountain
Parks, and also to the use of aircraft by the Wardens. A potential
danger, however, lies in the area of the Aberdares adjacent to the Park.
It is hoped that a concerted effort by the Game Department and
ourselves in the near future may put this matter right.

12. The problem of excess elephants in the Tsavo East Park has
been studied by a special Committee appointed by the Trustees.
It has just been learnt with great pleasure that the Ford Foundation
have donated a large sum of money for research into this difficult
problem and this will indeed be of great assistance to the Trustees
in helping them to reach satisfactory conclusions.

13. Early in the year we acquired a new Cessna four seater aircraft.
The purchase of this aircraft was made possible through the generosity
of Mr. Bonar, to whom we are most grateful. We have also the promise
of another Super-Cub which is to be financed by the East African
Wild Life Society and the World Wildlife Fund. These aircraft have
been proved absolutely invaluable and undertake all kinds of import-
ant work. Six members of the staff are in possession of Private Pilot’s
Licences.

14. We are most grateful to the National Youth Service for their
cooperation and hard work in the Nairobi and Tsavo East National
Parks. They have been employed on road work, bridge building and
bush clearing and have always worked most willingly and cheerfully.

15. The following gives in more detail the year’s important
happenings in the various Parks:—

NAIROBI NATIONAL PARK
16. The Nairobi National Park has had an excellent year. As
previously stated, the game in this Park are becoming more accustomed
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to vehicles and viewing is excellent. The Bush Buck, normally very
shy, can be seen daily in the Forest area and can probably be seen
better in the Nairobi Park than anywhere else in the country.

17. We report with regret the retirement of Mr. Stephen Ellis,
Warden of the Nairobi Park for twelve years, who had to return to
England for personal reasons in early 1964. He had done a great deal
to build up the Park to its present standard. His place was taken by
Mr. Dennis Kearney.

18. The Orphanage has had a tremendously successful year with
an increase of nearly 50,000 visitors compared with the previous ten
month period. One feature of the Orphanage has been the increased
number of organised school parties. The children have, whenever
possible, been escorted by a member of the Parks’ staff, who has
been able to educate them to the various species of animals. This
surely will have a lasting effect and can do nothing but good to the
cause of conservation.

Sebastian, the Chimpanzee lent by Capt. Sir Malin Sorsbie,
never fails to attract attention to himself by his amusing antics!

19. Roads in the Park have been greatly improved. A development
grant of £20,000 which included the purchase of a Caterpillar tractor
has been put to the best possible use. The Athi River entrance to
Hippo Pools section was given priority.

In addition to the above, a further ten bridges were built on the
other roads which have stood up well to the 3,000 cars which on average
enter the Park every month.

MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARKS

20. The Aberdare Park can be considered to have had a successful
year, in spite of having to be closed on account of rain for long periods.
Marsabit Mountain has been closed throughout the year due to Shifta
activities.

There is a great need for an all-weather road to be constructed
across the Aberdare Park and it is hoped that funds will be made
available in next year’s Development Plan for this to be done. Largely
as a result of rain, particularly on the western side of the Aberdares,
fewer visitors entered the Park than last year. However, due to the
increased number of rooms over 3,000 more people visited ‘“Treetops”
than in the previous year.

21. The Ranger Field Force have been very busy throughout
the period on anti-poaching patrols and in conjunction with the
Game Department and C.I.D., combating the rising menace of the
poacher. Much success has been achieved and many people convicted.

22. Normal maintenance has been carried out on the existing
roads and the Naro Moru track has been lengthened and improved.
Ten miles of track 9 has been cleared on either side of the road and

7



this has resulted in the anticipated attraction of many animals to the
roadside. It is now not uncommon to see bushbuck, colobus and
sykes monkeys and buffalo whilst driving through the Aberdare
forest.

23. Early in the year, the Warden’s headquarters in Nyeri was
moved to a far better site near Mweiga. The new site consisting of ten
acres of land with a large house is in every way better than the plot in
Nyeri.

24. The West Gate in the Aberdare Park was reconstructed
a quarter of a mile above the original site and in a better position
altogether. Apart from the Gate, buildings consist of a ticket office and
Rangers’ quarters.

LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK

25. A full survey of the northern part of the Lake was completed
and agreed to by all concerned, but the area was not gazetted during
the period as a National Park. It is hoped that this can be done early
next year so that planned development can proceed.

However, a track has been constructed which runs down the
western shore of the Lake to the Makalia river on the southern end.
The area in the South is particularly good for viewing the famous
flamingoes.

TSAVO NATIONAL PARK

26. Both sections of the Tsavo Park have had a satisfactory year
and the number of visitors has increased by over 7,000 above the
previous year’s total. The new tarmac trunk road from Mombasa to
Voi has encouraged more people to visit the Park from the Coast
and this is likely to increase still more when the tarmac reaches Mtito
Andei. More people are also using the road from Malindi, which
enters the Tsavo East Park at Sala, and which has been brought up
to a reasonable standard by the Kilifi County Council.

27. Kilaguni Lodge has been as popular as ever with a record
number of visitors. Owing to the poor long rains, the concentration
of game on permanent water was earlier than usual, and the rain in
the Kilaguni area was so light that herds of elephant and many other
animals drank daily in front of the Lodge to the great delight of the
visitors.

28. One of the most important developments in the Tsavo West
during the year was the work done on the Kyulu Hills road which
eventually will link Amboseli with Kilaguni. About 40 miles of this
road was constructed and when completed will be a great tourist
asset. However, this project is likely to be ruined by the presence on
the hills of numerous illegal residents mostly from the Machakos
District.



29. There has been no further development in the Murka area.
A good Lodge site has been selected near Loosioto Hill and it is thought
that this area could be most favourably developed given the necessary
finance.

30. Aruba Lodge in the East Tsavo Park, has increased in popular-
ity and was slightly enlarged during the year.

31. A new road was built from Mtito Andei station to Kitani ya
Ndundu on the Athi river. This road provides access to the tourist
camp which has been ser up on the north bank of the river.

32. The Field Force was re-equipped and has operated regularly
in both Tsavo East and West Parks with considerable success in
combating poaching in both areas. They have been helped a great
deal by the use of the Super Cub aircraft.

FORT JESUS AND GEDI NATIONAL PARKS

33. The total number of visitors to Fort Jesus and Gedi increased
by 5,600 over the preceding period.

34. Work continued on excavations in Fort Jesus and the most
interesting finds during the period were two pigs of lead weighing
140 and 153 pounds respectively believed to be ballast stolen from some
ship in the port.

ACCOUNTS

35. Finally, we attach and submit the audited Balance Sheet
and Accounts for the year ended 30th June, 1965.

M. HYDER

Chairman.

KENYA NATIONAL PARKS TRUSTEES

Nairobi,
December, 1965.



APPENDIX 1

NUMBER OF

VISITORS

Fuly 1961  Fuly 1962 July 1963 Fuly 1964
Fune 1962 Fune 1963 June 1964 Fune 1965

Nairobi National Park 103,144 121,432 112,870 104,695
Tsavo National Park (East) 6,700 10,846 12,759 16,346
Tsavo National Park (West) 11,055 18,370 19,862 23,597
Marsabit National Reserve 1,271 468 86 —
Mountain National Parks 5,426 4,918 7,050 5,609
Gedi National Park 6,846 7,946 9,050 9,185
Fort Jesus National Park 22,091 24,015 22,134 27,609

TotAL _1;6,533 187,995 183,811 187,041

In addition to the above figures:—
10,422 persons visited ‘“Treetops”

118,343
24,337

EE) 2

b3 »

10

the Orphanage
the Nairobi Park on special car passes.
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